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Gujarat has a coastline of 1650km (21.9% of the Indian coastline), which is the longest among all the maritime states of India. The Gujarat coastline has two gulfs, namely, the Gulf of Kachchh and Gulf of Khambhat, and it comprises a variety of habitats such as mangroves, coral reefs, mudflats, sands/beaches, salt marshes, rocky area, salt pans and other vegetated areas and it provides a suitable niche for a variety of marine animals
The Indo-Pacific Humpback Dolphin Sousa chinensis (Osbeck, 1765) , is widely distributed in the shallow coastal and inshore waters of the eastern and western Indian ocean and northwestern, southwestern, and western central Pacific oceans (Reeves et al. 2008 ). Indo-Pacific Humpback Dolphins have been recorded all along the Indian coast by (Blandford 1888-91; Lydekker 1903 Lydekker , 1908 Mohan 1982 Mohan , 1983 Krishnapillai & Kasinathan 1988; Parsons 1998 Indo-Pacific Humpback Dolphins occur in near shore shallow waters, generally at 20m depth, often near estuaries (Ross et al. 1994 ). Water depth is probably the main factor limiting their offshore distribution, and the 
